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Please describe your first meeting with Eudora Wety. Tall 2¢0Jg

I met Miss Welty first when | read her novels and stories as an English major in college. | met her again
regularly when | taught her works. Then in 1981, | got to know her personally. | was president of the
alumnae association for Mississippi University for Women in Columbus and was honored to present her
with the school's first Medal of Excellence. She is one of MUW's most famous alumnae. She was so easy
to be with and so delightful.

Please tell how Miss Welty responded to the invitation to the NLCC.

I called her in 1989 and said, “Miss Welty, you won't remember me, but..” and she said, “Of course |
remember you.” | then told her Copiah-Lincoln wanted to sponsor a literary conference in 1990, and we.
wanted her to be a part of it. told her the theme was “The Natchez Trace.” We wanted her to read her
beautiful story, “A Worn Path,” which is set on the Trace. She immediately said, “The Natchez Trace is as
beautiful as the Blue Ridge Parkway and not nearly as well known. We need to do something about that,
Yes, I would love to come to Natchez to your conference. | love Natchez.”

Please describe how Miss Welty affected you

She literally jump-started the Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration. After she agreed to come, all |
had to say to others we invited to speak was that she would be on the program. They all agreed to come
because they wanted to meet her and be with her. At the 1990 Celebration, she mesmerized a standing-
room-only audience with the reading of her story. That event is one of the highlights of my life

Please add any other thoughts.

il always be grateful to Miss Welty for her generous, caring nature and her brilliant way with words.
She is an inspiration to millions of readers.
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| Born: September 4th, 1908
| Died: November 28th, 1960
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RICHARD WRIGHT

Friends of Libraries U. S. A. Literary Landmark

Richard Wright Exhibit Hall
Natchez Association for the Preservation of
African-American Culture Museum
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Copiah- Lincoln C-

Natchez Campus

G

McCalip selected for honor
Guen McCalp, director of —
simisions s ecors s e

necoming
acivite onthe Wesson ampus
e

The award is sponsored by
the Co-Lin Alumni Association.
Other recipients will be from the
Wesson campus and the Simpson
County

McCalip has served the Co-Lin in a variety of
ways, such a acting dean, and member of he Co-Lin
indaton Board of Trustces. She is a mermber of the
foundation's Hall of Fame. And, she has eceived the
o-Lin High Performance Avard

NeCal

 Center.

DI
The Al A Z5s Chaper of
members Sept. d Sete, om e Celte
Buckie, Shania Bulr, i Trrtos, Coumey Miraw and B Hollowsh
Stading, o e Spomsar Noncy Nelenor, Dl Thamon, Cin e,

oberts. Eboni Campbell, Rosaline Jackson, Amy Partridge, Gwen Perce,
b Besiy 4 Sponse Kenneth Tyl

17, They are pi

Nancy

pus. 1S
Tho campus concluded s clstion sasan an St 19, i sudenschoosing
Mi s Fovortes, and Homecoming s
. Co-Lin Natchez; DaJauna Butler was clect
s are: sophomores Kim Watkins, Wiliam Jones
40 Janee Sulles; esbenesAsoio B, Jovan Mo o s
Graham.
Homecoming maids ar
Elzabeth Cowan; reshmen Laci Hicks

Butler (Dajaun:
nd Kallic Swoveland,

are sophomres Ashiey siser) and

MPUS. sup Y

“The Adams County Baard of Supervisors will have an open forum Tuesday,

Sept. 23, beginning at 7:30 am. in the W. L. Nelson Multi-Purpose Room. The

forum is sponsored by the Natchez-Adams County Chamber of Commerc

Superviors will nswer questions pasd by he hamberand the ke qetons
he breakfastprogram is part of a series of forums sponsored

reakfast is S8 at the door, The public s invited
EMORE PARTICIPATES IN STATE CONV]

Library Dircctor Nancy MeLemore will be_ participating in the Mississippi

Ly Ao Convenon n Nahes Ot 2124, The pricipts wil

attend a meeting at the Natche campus on Oct. 22, MeLemore s past chair of
ting group.

the convention m
CAMPUS C¢ RICHARD WRIGHT EVENT

c e Srith, e<hsman of s CoLin
pssored N ity and Clra o,
e e i
Gilmer MeLaurin,long: Co-Lin
Board of Trusces. MeLaurin now lives in Kentucky
near his family

ber of the

Fall Break
October 9-10

00ty symposium honoring the manaly nown Nacee
author Richard Wright wil be held 9:30 a.m.-noon, Sat.,

and Cinema Celebration, i association with Road Scholar and. Educational
Travel Associaes.
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Symposium to honor Natchez author author

SPECIALTOTHE DEMOCRAT

WATCHEZ —Natchez’sown “na-
tive son,” the widely-known
author, ight, will
be honored at a free public
symposium in Natchez on

‘The event is scheduled dur-
ing the month of Wright's
e

eatured speaker 1 the
renowned Rictand Wright

Jt,
professor
ican World Studiesat Dillard
University; New Orleans.
Ward, who holds a doctor-
al degree from the Univer-
sity of Virginia, served as
coeditor of the brand-new
Richard Wright Encyclope-
dia; was founding member
of the Richard Wright C

ircle;
‘and for vears po Rich:

ight n the Mississippi
‘Humanities Council’s Missis:

umaniti
sippi Chautauqua Writers se-
ries.

Also on the program is
Mark LaFrancis, Copiah Lin-
Community College, Nat-
chez, who will present a new
ichard.

locumentary film, “Ri
Wright: A Force for Right”
The film was researched and

iced by LaFrancis and a
up of Co.Lin film
students during 2007-05.
Inaddition,

Wright
of Natchez, the Wright fam-
ily historian, will present an

tprogram,

“The Richard Wright Ram:

ble,” which features sites in
‘Southuest Mississippi assoc

ated with the author and his.

y.
The event wil be at the His.

“Natchezand
Southwest Mississippi
were very influential

in shaping Wright’s

formative years.”

Carolyn Vance Smith
‘CopahLincoin Commundy College:

inNateh

s founder o the Nat

g o
lebration,a

Wright and
his works at its 19th annual
event in February 2008,

in 1960.

Numerous Wright relatives
stilllive in the Natchez area,
including Richard Wright's
cousin, Charles Wright, who
has spent several years re-

family hist
and genealogy. His Power-
pesislt e

tour of Southwest Mississ
pi sites -mxmd it the
Wright

Association rva:
tion of Afro-American Cul-

§Commercesit from 9 am.

e ol it very appropri-
ate to have a special event in

iatchez during September of
this year, Richard Wright's

centennial year,” said Caro-
Iyn Ve iah-
Lincoln Community Collegé

oy o

P
e &

“Richard Wr
‘now included in school and
dhun.

Cinema Celebration.

Mississippi,ere very influ
cntialln shaplos Vrigot e
‘Wright is famous for more
than o dosen books, nclud-
a5 “Natve Son” and “Black

Boy’ A

play wrlter, and esnym
‘Wright was also intensely in-
urmedmmﬂlmlmh\x

andm
Wright moved from the
to and

dmNAPACwIllmemesh
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A year-long celebration of the life and
work of Richard Wright through book
readings and discussions leading to the
100th anniversary of his birth in 2008.

With Dr. Jerry W. Ward Jr.

Professor of English and Afvican World
Studies, Dillard University

New Orleans

et 5%,
All discussion sessions are free and open to the public. Participants are strongly
encouraged to read the book of the montii prior to attending the discussion session.
Books available at the Judge George W. Armstrong Library, 220 S. Commerce St., Natchez
For more information, contact:
Susan Cassagne, Library Director, 601-445-8862, scassagne@naw.lib.ms.us

Date/time iterary Work ion (all in Natchez t where indica
Jan. 18/6-8 p.m “Uncle Tom’s Children”  Alcorn State University - Natchez
School of Business Auditorium
Feb. 25/11 am.-1 p.m, “Lawd Today” Copiah-Lincoln Community College - Natchez
W.L. Nelson Multi-Purpose Room
March 3/1-5 p.m, “Native Son” and “Rite  NAPAC Muscum, 301 Main St

of Passage” (Film and lecture
on novel, stage and film version)
April 21/1-3 pm. “Black Boy” Natchez Little Theatre, 319 Linton Ave.
“12Million Black Voices™  Natchez High School Auditorium, 319 Seargent S.
Prentiss Drive

June 9/1:30-3:30 p.m. Eight Men” Historic Natchez Foundation, 108 S. Commerce St
July 21/1:30-3:30 pm. “This Other World: Haiku”  Concordia Library Meeting Room, 405 Carter St.
Vidalia, LA
Aug. 4/1:30-3:30 pm. ‘Black Power” Natehez Visitors Center, 640 S. Canal St.
Sept. §/1:30-3 “The Color Curtain” Judge George W. Armstrong Library,
220$S. Commerce
¥ “Pagan Spain” Trinity Episcopal Day School, 321 Highway 61 S.
Nov. 24/3:30. ‘White Man Listen™ River Explorer Theater, Natchez Under-the-Hill
Dec. 2/2-4 p.m. “The Long Dream” Cathedral School, 701 Martin Luther King Jr. St
Sessions co-sponsored by The Natche: Literary and Cinema Celebration, www:colin.cdu/nlce

Copiah-Lincoln Community College and The Natchez Richard Wright Centennial Celebration Committee
This project is partially funded by the Mississippi Humanities Council,

2008 gort )
pose 5
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| Howell C. Garner, retiring Co-Lin president, to be saluted

veopment. 2
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iy WEEKS EVENTS: Elderhoste to be  part of Wright celebration. 64

TAKING STAGE

REGIONAL DIGEST
NLCCto celebrate work
of Garer on Saturday
2 Howwll Garner

then.” i Carety
Smithof Colin.

xeoy ),
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Young writers get chance to voice beliefs
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THEWRIGHT DAUGHTER

T O 000

Mayor Phillip a 1 will
e

key to the city.

Julia Wright speaks about father’s works

to rip her hair out.
b
WATCHEZ — Julia Wright, daughter of Natchez ~er was hurting her so badly and ehe bogged
native author Richard Wright, spoke of the ~her o stop
ope and despair found not just “Iscream ‘No,no, grandma, it hurts,”
in her father’s books buthis it wpoping  bu Ishedoesnolhslen shecontinies,
Thursday at the keynote address ehin it's so pai G
for the Natchez Literary and Cin x Cater i e, Weloht Isaened that
ma Celebration. Jorgiveness, there ey grandmotter was a dew
Wright's speech was about two land and had experienced extreme
clomintss whlch,sh said. wora. JIOWS a1 e forms of hatred in the times of the
great themes in her father’s it called hope. Holoc:
erature. The first is the ability to eiaht éatd hee grandriother was

move from pain to forgiveness. JuliaWright  illiterate and emotionally illiterate

She first quoted Mahatma Gan- lepvespeder and her way of channeling her own
dhiwhosaidttales greatsrength personal pain was to hurt he grand-
to be able to for, daug]

She spoke of i incident, which willboap. Wit this terstanding, Wright sldshs waa
pearing in her upcoming memoir: “Richard able to forgive her grandmother and from this
Wiight, Daughter of a Native Son. came a new emotion.

e said one of her earliest memories is of
a time when her maternal grandmother was SEEWRIGHT 34

- 232-08

2oy el )
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WRIGHT: Authors daughter talks to Literary Celebration crowd about hope, despair and emotion

Behind forgiveness, there
flows an emotion calied
i

aia she wanted to ex

wmmmm-wrk
aid €330 mportant
becauso in the midst o de
Spair and pain, people n
o

hor

ocu on thle iy 1 s ot an Amr
pe. story:

SUNORY FESRUARY 7 2008

NLCC
honors

Wright

“Hope unites us all” she e e wors
said nnoqueﬁlmnalwl i o g Wiight s
o anymar W caps. “Bocause Richard was wII\
h!.ea!dfpn We areall ca- botto
e
Ina word of war and rac.
ssm, e ad, pepie e 0
ot e consunid by th bad

.m e ok

Dot ne
e S o s ory Wi compared e o
ohe a4t Y e o i whiings o i
was bucha Sian. ' opening Pandora's Box.
Richard Weignts story “Richardremindsmeof
ican suceoss vt sa

“He aska forbldden ques:

tons, unravels secret cod
of racism, brings the ghost
out of the box: and it's

ficult and threstening at the

ut-nmwulenmhnauls

‘he bad things es-
"The works of my father
are hrouded with hope,” she
“After Wright's sposch on de-
spair and hope, Mavor Phillip
‘et ke a descendants of

Richard Wright n the room
ncome upfront Between )
and0pape gathered ore

e
mayor of the ciy of
Nalheron ol of ety
of Natches doprociaim Fol
s R s
iy In Natehor, Miss.” West

£

also prosented the
iright family  key to the

city’ %
Phe NLCC_ continues
through Sunday.

2.22-08
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Natcher Association for the Prescrvation
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We encourage you to become a member of NAPAC, and to assist us in Cen o i

the development of the Richard N. Wright Exhibit Halat the Muscurn

Applications are available at the entry desk. .
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Welcome

‘The Natchez Association for the Preservation

of Afro-American History & Gulture i so very proud to host
is dinner in honor of our “Native Sor

Richard Nathaniel Wright.

“The men for this evening was selected upon
recommendations made by Wright's daughter Julia

regarding some of her fathers favrite foods.

‘We Hope ThatYou Enjoy.

2005 part .
resc

Menu
Baked Chicken w Tarragon Rice
Shrimp Pasta
Turnip Greens
California MisedTegetables
Corn Bread
Green Salad
Banana lee Cream
Chocolate Cake
Lemonade / Ieed Tea

Entertainment

Ms. Jo Smith
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A BLACK HISTORY QUIZ ABOUT NATCHEZ
DO YOU KNOW:

Amefer
e e

We are especially pleased to have

« The Portaits of Black Natchez
-1920)

Natchez?
THE name ofthe uniersiy oducatod A
Fon s e e s e end o
siavery o a farmr i Natet

THE nam of the roe back man who wrote a
ary o is o s a save owner n Natchoz?
THE namo o the lack salor from Natchez
Modal

‘owned by Dr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Gandy
of Natchez)

+ Rhythm Night Club Fire (1940)

* The Barland Family (1762-1920)

* Mattie Wiliams Evans Hand made
Wedding Gown (1902)

« Pinta DE Castas Paintings (1775)

« Natchez Beginnings of America’s
Cotton Kingdom (1795-1920)

See the past come to lfe:
+ The One-Room Schoolhou
« The Church that built character
« Natchez Givil Rights
« The Ageless Home that built
character (Late 1800s through World
War )
« Farming and Business Artfacts.
+ NAPAC Video

DONATION:
Adults $5.00 Youth §1.00
Group rates available upon request of

Honor for i heroism in the Givil War?
THE name o the lacklawyor whoso grave s
marked by the only bronza bust n the Natchez
cemetary’
THE namo of o fist black man to bo lected
1o the United Statos Houso of Reprosenativos.
rom Nat

fack mon and women
tepresant Natchez i local, county, stto andor
Foderal governmonts today’

K
We invite you to visit the museun.

HOURS:
Tuesday - Saturday
1pm. - 4:30 pam.

Other tours by appointment
NOTOURTOO SMALL

Holday hours posted prio 0 each holay

PARKING IN THE REAR OF THE BUILDING

2008 part )
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NAPAC
NATCHEZ MUSEUM OF
AFRO-AMERICAN HISTORY
AND CULTURE

STREET
NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI 39120
TELEPHONE: 601-445-0728

“We exist to tell our story”

| “DINAH”
The Singing Woman
| LaVem Hamberlin, Artist




The Naichez Association fr th
Preservation of Affo-American Culture,
NAPAC, was created in 1990 to present
and preserve cultural and historical
contrbutions of Afto-Americans in the
growth of Natchez and the nation.

In 1879 Mary Loe Davis-Toles began
oncept of preserving
rican history and

i A Washingon.Josie

drson, Fora ool ana Many e

{ormed NAPAC,Th group sppted or a

Chator and one was approved n e of
=

The mission ofthecrganizaton i t0
ibit, interpret and.
receros matenl depicing Blsck Ele.
The organization, commonly known as
NAPAC, brings o ife the Black
‘experience throu , lec-
tures and exhibits of art and artifacts.

The support and contributions of the
public help NAPAC to preserve
showcasa the trugges,
achiovements and aspirations of sum,
both in the past and in the present.

On May 4, 1991 NAPAC opened s
museum doors at 307A Market Street
fowever, n Fobruary 1998 a tornado e
roof o the buiding and all the
valuables had 1o be removed and restored.

resent ocation, only
o backs fom o s ocatin

revg
/;(.51, @3

Both locations (‘The Old Waterworks
Buiding’ and “The Old Post Offico) are
provided through an agreement with the
Gty éf Natchez.

Atthe end of the first grand opening the
founders together made ths statement,

Indeed. exst fo tell our story’. And so
bagan the Natchez Museum of Afro-
American History and Culture.

THE NATCHEZ MUSEUM
OF AFRO-AMERICAN HISTORY
AND CULTURE

OPERATED BY
THE NATCHEZ ASSOCIATION FOR
THE PRESERVATION OF
AFRO-AMERICAN
HISTORY AND CULTURE

et I

NAPAC MEMBERSHIP FORM

To become a supporting member in the
folowig categores, il o i o
m AC

Mg address: PG, Box
Ninon, M8 9121

[ M. [ s [ Ms [ Jor
[ Iother.
B
« — 4
T e B
( =52
AAEA GODE AND TELEPHONE NMGER.

YEARLY DUES: gives free admittance
1o the museum for one year

PLEASE MARK THE CATEGORY
{ ] STUDENTS -$5.00
[ ] ADULTS-$1000

{ ] FAMILY-$15.00

Al other donations graciously.
accepted!

Mafor restortion s underway ot the homa of
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NLCC rounds
out week's
good news

ot 2 wee 2 busy one
e Mis Low, wih dozens 1
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i s o 1 o news
w kb
NTCC:

i new sgnifcance
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s own Richand Wright. Wright's
m.nhw Julla delivered the keymote
e wry o re
Honored Saturiay nignt et i awards
banquet,
From all accounts NLCC
i, and e e bappy o v
i had ch a wonderulcven n o

ry

ot oo e, coleBalr, Adiane BushellCarolyn yls Byron Sadiey, Wik Gemmell, SaceyCaden,John Hartr

Ty Wk scond row oyl Wi, Antonio Wilars Aaron Whie, Johan Bushl Kt ogans, Dari V. Grennll,
i "Dan Baes and
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{ies i the coming weeks,our tow
il gudon s e fce vt e
incipal from Central Alterna
iy Frr Py

cludod the grannbreaking coromony
for Promise Hospital of the Miss Lou
and a report from cits leaders about o
posiivo st with U Son. Roger Wick
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Ae February comes b close, weknorw
hene S0l i o more Good ews
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Elderhostel program celebrating Wright this week

honor of the Puliter Prize-

s onkof e Yearforth.Jory of Black Americ 110
Nssssipp Reads Project

Ho was born In 1908 near
Natehes and died n 1560 1
Paris, Fran:

“He will come alive dur.
g theconfornce s v

Y etoraton inludes
ke e home e,

ometer.
{os and iocations asured i

ovels
‘naddition to .

progamsare
e et .,r vae Son
by the Nage

“Thoconference s hghliht.
i e i Wrigh
Lierary Bxcelono a

e s i
e u.........Kn it

s oy A
atss0pm. Fob 3 honirs L.

Chicago .
Before the Maylower: A His.
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Screenvriting, named. in

coromony, with a discussion

o 100 by Uy and Dix.
omMcDowel prfescorof
atthe University of Southern
Missisippl.



Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration
Proses

“The Richard Wright Ramble”
fed Tour with Transportation
130" 4 pm.
Saturday, Feb. 23, 2008
Departing ftam ond fekuming o,
Notcher Eomienton Center: 211 il Sreet




WATCHING WRIGHT
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The 19th Annual The 19" Annual
Natchez Literary and Cinema

Natchez [:{tcrary and Colbeation
Cinema Celebration February 20 - 24, 2008
presents . e
Richard Wright, the South,
and the World:

A Centennial Celebration

hard ang/zt,
the 50utﬁ,
And the Wor/a’:
A Ccntcnnia/
Ce/cbratfon

At
T he Carriage [House

Kestaurant

Onithe Grounds of

MISSISSIPPI DEPAR ARCHIVES AND HISTORY,
BLIC BROADCASTING

Natchez, Mississippi
(601) 445-5151

Friday, February 22, 2008

Aan, cort
5 pegt>



THE
CO-LIN
LECTURE
SERIES

2007-2008




RICHARD WRIGHT, THE SOUTH, AND THE WORLD:
A CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

1

ORDER OF EVENTS

Welcome Dean Teresa Harrison
Introduction of Guest Speaker Ashley Butler
Dr. Robert Butler, Canisius College, Buffalo, N.Y.

Book Discussion: “Uncle Tom’s Children: A Revolutionary New Direction in
American and African-American Literature”

Introduction of Film Maker Jamal Banks
Mark LaFrancis, Co-Lin College, Natchez

Presentation of mini-documentary: “Richard Wright: A Force for Right”

Plaque Presentation- George Jackson % Mark LaFrancis

i
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N The Place to Be
0- LiNAirchiz
Campus - January 7. 2008

President Howell C. Garner to retire

Former dean of the Natchez campus saying farewell after 34 years
Dr: Ronnie Nettles, also a former Natchez
campus dean, to lead Co-Lin

CouN

for his retirement but did not
disclose them at the announce-

Just oo the Chrsmas i he Hisory s rdlin of He will be closing his tenure
break, Dr. How this colleg in president on a high note
e the Notchescampus aiony | Favehad e it the Natchez campus.
employees e e e On Nov. 26 the Adams.
meeting De. 7 to announce  outstanding professional sup- oard of Supervisors

e port saff ity approved Co-Lin's
2007-2008 school year. my 34 years at Co-Lin. It has SRS request for @ continuation of

Qo fomer desiof e e A et xprieca B sy e o8 0000 ool
Nk s me ST ecol- allotment to Co-Lin. The funds
g bl o) el ot CoLi i lege manomsmndmg S| Dol el
1o Co-Lin. Gamer was teacher ' his tenure, the sgh the years,” Garner said. B d pave
and administrator at Co-Lin chhcz campus was consoli-  Gamer camed another stand- the way for Co-Lin Natchez
Natchez from 1974 to 1985, faclies, i 10 expand it building trades
hen e waspromoted dean of - and evllment early ipled. 1t D Rowic Netles would  programs

Col succeed hi

e yus e psidentn sl e ning July 1. projects and programs has been

campus and the creation of the _ Nettles was dea ahigh priority for Gamer.

e b the pesure and Simpon Cowmy Cone,which Ntz canps o 1597 Following the announcement,
oo frtune 0 seve with iy s n orllment of moredhan rough 2004 wen e was both D Gamer nd . Netles
iy oustanding iy e300 et

ome of whom hay that | have.

ber afhe Coldlarit. e v hugs from fculy aod
affectionately titled “icon .

most enjoyed is o have been a e o e

New semester begins
i Tk o o s Gl
s

vt e
ards Night in April, Black
i M Ty So.keepan ey on the bl
SOJOURNERS TO PERFORM: The Sojourners,a Broadway-style {he Natchez Liteary nd Wge o o e
diata groep oo \he Wetion it il g |C ¢ want 1o miss outon these and
mpus on Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2008, at 11 am. in the W.L. 03 performances by sin other events.

Netson Ml Parpose Room. The concet s free and open (0 the 1o the Natche Festval of You lso need 10 mark

i (notin Phomgrapsy s i Al cesonour yeuscalesian e ds
Jelf Wnstead of Mendenhall, Jasmine Watts of McComb, DeVon Government Associa-  Co-Lin will close: Martin
Biackmon-White o Natcher, Scott Mullins and Claire Johnson of onpreside, The Sjoun Lshr King, . Day .21,
‘Wesson, Biair Wall of Loyd 6. Spring Break March 10-14
of Tylertown, Melissah Stansell of Centreville dard y March 21
Brookhave Al Sping Fing nApel,  and 24
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Sensibility to Nature in Richard Wright's Haiku

An empty sickbed:
An indented white pillow
In weak winter sun.

Tam nob
A red sinking autumn sun
‘Took my name away.

As the sun goes down
A green melon splits open
And juice trickles out.

From a tenement,
‘The blue jazz of a trumpet
Weaving autumn mists.

Over yellow com,
As muted as the sunset,
‘The low of a cow.

From across the lake,
Past the black winter trees,
Faint sounds of a flute.

From the skyscraper,
Al the bustling streets converge
‘owards a spring sea.

“The cathedral bell
s now rocking the spring moon
n the river.

Froma hilltop,
One toling cathdral bell
‘Tints the spring sky blue.

Sitting in the park,
Hearing the sound of an axe
Rippling the lake.

2008 art 2
pese o

A spring moon so round
‘That my fingers are itching
To touch its sharp edge.

Inamisty rai
Abutterfly is riding
The tail of a cow.

‘The harbor at dawn:
The faint scent of oranges
On gusts of March wind.

Lifing the lantern,
‘The scent of plums on the tree
Became more fragrant.

Just before sunrise,
And after the milkman has gone, -
A jonquil blooms.

In the afterglow
A snow-covered mountain peak
Sings of loneliness

With the forest trees cut,
‘The lake lies naked and lost
In the bare hills.

Spartow’s excrement
Becomes quickly powdery
On sizzling pavements.

On the pond’s green seum
A yellow butterfly lights;
And then there are two.

Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration
Ellen Douglas erﬂng Y ifaseee




‘This is certainly a blues haiku that reminds a reader of the sad, old days on the plantations in the
Deep South. To Wright, memory of the south means sadness and homesickness, as described in
the following two haiku:
A bloody knife blade
Is being licked by a cat
At hog-killing time. (30)

Don’t they make you sad,
‘Those wild geese winging southward,
O lonely scarecrow? (581)
Haiku 30 and 581, which express Wright’s memory of the south, may be the echoes of nostalgia
in 12 Million Black Voices in which he says, “In autumn the land is afire with color. . . . hogs are
slaughtered and cured in lingering smoke; com is husked and ground into meal. At twilight the
sky s full of wild geese winging ever southward . . " (32). In a word, the south in Wright's

haiku is a place full of dreams, memories, hardships, and loneliness.

‘Works Cited

Harrington, Oliver W. Why I Left America and Other Essays. Jackson: UP of Mississippi,
1993.

Shirane, Haruo. Traces of Dreams. Stanford: Stanford UP, 1998.

Wright, Richard. Black Boy. New York: Perennial, 1998.

- Haiku: This Other World. New York: Arcade, 1998.

-~ 12 Million Black Voices. New York: Viking, 1941.
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CO-LIN NATCHEZ CALENDAR
September 2008

Mon., Sept. 22
Tues, Sept. 23

Tomt; S22

ooy Seas
Wed., Sept. 24

Thurs, Sept. 25
Fri. Sept. 26
i, Sept 26

Fri, Sept. 26
Sat, Sept. 27

Film Club kick-off, 11:30 a.m., Lecture Hall
‘Adams County Board of Supervisors will hold 2 forum from 7:30-9 a.m. in the
Nelson MP Room, porsored by the Ntchs-Adams County Chamberof
rce. Breakfast, S8 at the door
Peritiy mestng, 1230 pm, Netkon MP room
Individual yearbook photos, 1-4 p.m., Office of Public Information
Individalyeubook Thotos 83011050, i o P o
Photo Day for ALL lecton wianers, 1-noon ic ati (repor 0 Ofice of
Public Information)
Individual yearbook phoos, 14 pm. Officeof Pubic Infomation
Individual yeabook plotos, £30-16:30 am, Offic of Public Inormati
ction Ceemony Phi Thta Kappa Honor Socies, 11.m, Acadeis Actvity
Rmm (mu\l\lun only)
al yearbook photos, 1-4 p.nw., Office of Public Information
e o0 rthday symposium honoring the nationally known Natche author
Richard Wright willbe held 9:30 a.m.- noon, Sat.,Sept. 27, a Histori Natchez
Romuion, 1005, Connkite S Pt jier i Weght ol oy .

War

Lafroncis s Cares WAEhEof Neches, it ot et il prograns
‘about Wright, his family and his works. Sromsorsofthe cventae Copih
in Community College, Historic Natchez Foundation, Natchez Association
Natchez

for
Celebration,in association v

Educational Travel

Acey party
RSNk



The 19" Annual
_ Natchez Literary and Cinema
Celebration
February 20 - 24, 2008
presents
Richard Wright, the South,
and the World:
A Centennial Celebration

Richard Wrightand hs daugher, Juia, 1944

Headquarters:
Natchez Convention Center
211 Main Street « Natchez, Mississippi
Uness otherwise noted, al events are fee.
Locations change for certain evets,

SPONSORS: COPIAH-LINCOLN COMMUNITY COLLEGE,
" NATCHEZ NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK,
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY,
ANCATS st e (OO D Ol

h partial funding from
MISSISIP HUMANTAES COUNCIL

Reog pact )
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Emall: natchez@bellisouth.net
www.natchezlittietheatre.org
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